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REMARKS 



Applicant thanks the Examiner for acknowledging the claim for foreign priority and the 
receipt of the priority documents in support thereof. 

Applicant thanks the examiner for considering the references cited in the Information 
Disclosure Statements filed on October 12, 1999, February 15, 2000 and August 17, 2000. 

Corrections are made to certain paragraphs of the specification. These amendments 
contain no new matter. 

The Examiner objected to Fig. 4 of the drawings on the ground that it should have 
included a legend such as "Prior Art." A proposed corrected drawing is submitted herewith. 

New claim 12 has been added. Therefore claims 1-12 are now the claims pending in the 
Application. 

The Examiner objected to claims 6 and 10 because of certain informalities. Minor 
corrections in wording have been made to claims 6 and 10. These corrections are not narrowing 
amendments. Further, it is Applicant's position that correction is not required for patentability. 
However, Applicant makes the changes to expedite prosecution of the Application. These 
corrections do not create estoppel. 

The Examiner rejected claims 6-9 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, because of 
insufficient antecedent basis for "the opposite side" in claim 6. A minor correction in wording 
has been made to claim 6. This correction is not a narrowing amendment, therefore, no estoppel 
is created. 
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Rejections under § 102(b) 



The Examiner rejected claims 1 and 2 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b), as anticipated by Sotek, 
et al., WO 97/38370. These rejections are traversed because the cited reference fails to disclose 
or suggest all the claim Hmitations. Specifically, Sotek fails to disclose at least the following 
limitations of claim 1: a radio telephone system. 

Applicant's claimed invention is directed to a unique and nonobvious radio telephone 
system and method. Sotek discloses a conmiunication system with a master stations and a slave 
station. (E.g. Abstract; col. 1, lines 14-16) Sotek discloses a master station and a slave station 
connected to an Inter IC bus via open-collector outputs. (E.g. col. 1, lines 18-20; Figs. 1 and 4) 
Sotek discloses a communication system physically connected with wires (E.g. Figs. 1 and 4), 
which is "activated when the supply voltage is applied (power-on)" (Col. 9, lines 1-4). Sotek 
does not disclose a radio telephone system. 

Independent claim 2 requires, inter alia, a radio telephone system. Therefore, claim 2 is 
patentably distinguishable over the prior art for reasons similar for purposes of the present 
discussion to the reason that claim 1 is patentably distinguishable over the prior art. 

Rejection of Claim 3 under 35 U.S.C. §103 
The examiner rejected claim 3 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious over Sotek in view of 
Nakayama, U.S. Patent No. 5,687,218. This rejection is traversed. 
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Claim 3 is a multiple dependent claim depending from independent claim 1 or 
independent claim 2. Therefore, claim 3 incorporate all the limitations of claim 1 or claim 2. As 
discussed, Sotek does not disclose a radio telephone system. 

Nakayama does not cure the deficiencies of Sotek as they relate to independent claims 1 
and 2. Nakayama discloses a cordless master-slave telephone connected through a radio line. 
Nakayama discloses a slave unit that stores ID numbers of a plurality of master units, thereby 
enabling a plurality of lines to be received by a single slave unit. Nakayama does not disclose a 
plurality of unit IDs registered in the master telephone set, as inter alia required by claim 1 and 
by claim 2. 

The Examiner points to col. 2, lines 54-64 of Nakayama and alleges that this passage 
discloses that when either one of the master receives a call, it calls the slave using the ID number 
of the self station. Hov^ever, this passage refers to the ID number , implying that there is only 
one ID number corresponding to a slave. This is consistent with the rest of the Nakayama 
disclosure, which is concerned with slaves storing the ID numbers of a plurality of masters, not 
registering a plurality of unit IDs in the master sets. Therefore, Nakayama does not disclose a 
plurality of unit IDs registered in the master set, as inter alia required by claim 1 and claim 2. 
Therefore neither Sotek nor Nakayama teach or suggest the limitations of claim 1 and 2. 
Accordingly, claim 3 is patentably distinguishable over the prior art for at least the reasons that 
claims 1 or 2 are patentably distinguishable over the prior art. 
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Rejection of Claim 4 under 35 US.C. § 103 



The examiner rejected claim 4 under U.S.C. § 103 as obvious over Sotek in view of 
Wakayama, U.S. Patent No. 6,212,221. This rejection is traversed. 

Claim 4 is a multiple dependent claims depending from claim I or claim 2. Wakayama 
does not cure the deficiencies of Sotek. Wakayama discloses a communication apparatus having 
master sets with slave sets connected wirelessly using a spread spectrum communication method. 
Wakayama does not disclose a plurality of unit IDs registered in the master set, as inter alia 
required by claim 1 and claim 2. Therefore Sotek and Wakayama do not teach or suggest the 
limitations of claim 1 and 2. Accordingly, claim 4 is patentably distinguishable over the prior art 
for at least the reasons that claims 1 or 2 are patentably distinguishable over the prior art. 



The examiner rejected claim 5 under U.S.C. § 103 as obvious over Sotek in view of 
Wakayama, and further in view of Nakayama. This rejection is traversed. 

Claim 5 is a multiple dependent claim depending from claim 1 or claim 2. As discussed, 
neither Wakayama nor Nakayama cures the deficiencies of Sotek. Accordingly, claim 5 is 
patentably distinguishable over the prior art for at least the reasons that claims 1 or 2 are 
patentably distinguishable over the prior art. 

The Examiner stated that claims 10 and 1 1 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to 
overcome the claim objections. As mentioned above, claim 10 has been amended. Thus, claim 
10 and its dependent claim 1 1 should be allowable. 



Rejection of Claim 5 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 
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New claim 12 has been added. Claim 12 patentably distinguishes over the prior art for 
the reasons that claims 1-11 do so. 

In view of the foregoing discussion, reconsideration and allowance of this application are 
now believed to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue 
which the Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the 
Examiner is kindly requested to contact the undersigned attorney at the telephone number listed 
below. 

Applicant hereby petitions for any extension of time which may be required to maintain 
the pendency of this case, and any required fee, except for the Issue Fee, for such extension is to 
be charged to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. 

Respectfully submitted. 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC ^Jl6<vard L. Bernstein ^ 

2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N,W. ^ Registration No. 25,665 

Washington, D.C. 20037-3213 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

Date: August 21, 2002 
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APPENDIX 

VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

The specification is changed as follows: 
Page 3. second full paragraph 

When the master slave receives the line connection request and the unit BD, it checks 
whether the rec e ives unit ID is of its own slave telephone set. If the two unit IDs are identical, 
the master telephone set finds a vacant communication channel, and assigns the found vacant 
communication channel n to the slave telephone set. 

Page 13, second full paragraph 

The operation of the embodiment will now be described. Fig. 3 3-is a view showing a 
control sequence in the radio telephone system in this embodiment. In the radio telephone 
system to be described with reference to Fig. 3_3, two unit IDs (XX, YY) are registered in the 
slave unit at the time of the manufacture. The IDs (XX, YY) of the slave telephone set are also 
registered in the master telephone set by a registering operation. Two telephone sets A and B are 
connected to the master stove telephone set. 

IN THE CLAIMS ; 

The claims are amended as follows: 

6. A radio telephone communications method system, in which a plurality of slave 
telephone sets is connected to a public telephone network through radio communication with a 
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master telephone set and a plurality of unit IDs are preliminarily registered in each of the slave 
telephone sets, and the plurality of unit IDs are also registered in the master telephone set, the 
method comprising system including steps of : 

in response to hooked off of a first telephone set connected to the slave telephone set to 
make a telephone call to the opposit e sid e, transmitting a line connection request signal and 
selected unit ID among the preliminarily registered unit IDs on a control channel to the master 
telephone set; 

in response to receipt of the line connection request and the unit ED, checking v^hether the 
received unit ID is of its own slave telephone set by the master telephone set; 

if the unit IDsS is are identical, finding a vacant communication channel and assigning 
this vacant communication channel to the slave telephone set; 

in response to the assignment of communication channel, checking whether that 
communication channel is vacant and, if it is vacant, transmitting a confirmation signal by the 
slave telephone set; and 

in response to receipt of the confirmation signal from the slave unit, executing operation 
of line connection to the public telephone network by the master telephone set^t 

7. The radio telephone system according to claim 6, wherein when a second 
telephone set is hooked off to make a telephone call to the opposite side while the first telephone 
set is in communication, a line connection request and the unit ED are transmitted on the control 
channel to the unit ID; and the line connection like for the first telephone set is executed to 
obtain connection between the second telephone set and the public telephone network line. 
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10. A radio telephone communications method system, in which a plurality of slave 
telephone sets is connected to a public telephone network through radio communication with a 
master telephone set and a plurality of unit IDs are preliminarily registered in each of the slave 
telephone sets, and the plurality of unit IDs are also registered in a plurality of master telephone 
sets, the system includin g steps of : 

responsive to arrival of a telephone call, informing the call arrival to the slave telephone 
set and transmitting its unit ID by the master telephone set; 

checking whether the two unit IDsS are identical and selecting one of the plurality of unit 
IDs registered if they are identical and transmitting the selected unit ID to the master telephone 
set by the slave telephone set; 

finding a vacant communication channel for conmiunication and informing the found 
communication channel to the slave telephone set by the master telephone set; 

checking whether the received communication channel is vacant and if it is vacant, 
transmitting a confirmation signal by the slave telephone set; and 

sending out via the conmiunication channel an instruction to ring the bell to the slave 
telephone set when state ready for communication is brought about. 



Claim 12 is added as a new claim. 



13 



